The Colours
Part 1: The Regular Battalions
By Lieutenant General J. P. Riley CB DSO PhD MA FRHistS
1.

The Earliest Days

At the time of the raising of Lord Herbert’s Regiment in March 1689,i it
was usual for a regiment of foot to hold ten Colours. This number corresponded to the number of companies in the regiment and to the officers
who commanded these companies although the initial establishment of
Herbert’s Regiment was only eight companies. We have no record of
the issue of any Colours to Herbert’s Regiment – and probably the Colonel paid for their manufacture himself as he did for much of the dress
and equipment of his regiment. What we do know however is that each
Colour was the rallying point for the company in battle and the symbol
of its esprit. Colours were large – generally six feet square although no
regulation on size yet existed – so that they could easily be seen in the
smoke of a 17th Century battlefield for we must remember that before
the days of smokeless powder, obscuration was a major factor in battle.
So too was the ability of a company to keep its cohesion, deliver effective fire and change formation rapidly either to attack, defend, or repel
cavalry. A company was made up of anywhere between sixty and 100
men, with three officers and a varying number of sergeants, corporals
and drummers depending on the actual strength. About one-third of the
men by this time were armed with the pike, two-thirds with the matchlock musket. A contemporary painting by Dirk Stoop shows the Colours
of each company in a regiment:
Fig 1: Lord Dartmouth’s parade of the Army at Tangier, 28 September
1683 (detail).ii

The first Colour was that of the Colonel and was carried by the ensign of
the Colonel’s company, the senior company of the regiment. The Colonel held the appointment of Captain of a company and thus drew the
pay of both captain and colonel although in practice the company was
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commanded by its lieutenant – known as the Captain-Lieutenant as he
was the senior lieutenant of the regiment – so that the Colonel could
exercise command of the whole regiment. Its design was usually a sheet
of a colour corresponding to the colour of shield of the Colonel’s coat
of arms: it was taken for granted that the Colonel would be a gentleman
or nobleman and thus have arms; without the income of a gentleman
or nobleman he would not have been able to bear the expense of raising and equipping the regiment at the King’s behest. In the centre of the
sheet were the arms of the Colonel.
In the case of Lord Herbert these arms were “per pale azure and gules,
three lions rampant argent armed and langued or. Crest – Seven arrows
erect or, headed and feathered or, banded gules, buckle and studs
gold. Supporters – Dexter, a lion or, semée of cinquefoils gules; sinister, a
lion azure, semée of fleurs-de-lis or. Motto – Constantia et fortitudine.”iii
Translated, this means that the shield half blue and half red, divided vertically; with three silver lions, rampant on their hind legs and facing towards the left and their claws and tongues coloured red. The helmet
crest was seven upright gold arrows, their heads and feathers also gold,
tied with a red belt on which the buckle and studs were also gold. The
supporters were on the left side, a golden lion emblazoned with heraldic
five-pointed grasses (cinquefoils); and on the right a silver lion strewn with
golden heraldic irises. The Herbert family arms are shown below:
Fig 2: The Arms of Lord Herbertiv

Lord Herbert’s colonelcy was very brief – it lasted only until 9 April – but
he was succeeded in command by his cousin Charles Herbert. Since we
know that the regiment’s coats were initially blue, we can infer that the
Colonel’s Colour was also blue and bore the arms shown above in the
centre.
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The second Colour was that of the Lieutenant-Colonel who again also
commanded a company and drew the pay of a captain as well; his
company likewise was commanded in practice by his lieutenant. The
lieutenant-colonel’s Colour was again a blue sheet but bore on it a red
cross, bordered white and with the Herbert arms in the centre. Issuing
from behind the cross was a sunburst in gold or yellow, known as “the
admiral’s rays”:v
The third Colour was that of the Major, who was responsible for laying
out the regiment in the required battle formation to fulfil the Colonel’s
orders. His Colour was the same as that of the Lieutenant-Colonel with
the addition of a gold flash in the first canton of the Colour, known as
the “pile wavy”.
Fig3: the Admirals Rays and the Pile Wavy.vi

The remaining companies – usually seven but in the case of Herbert’s
Regiment, four, were commanded by captains. These Colours followed
the design of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s Colour but instead of the pile
wavy, each captain had a Roman numeral denoting his seniority: in this
case, I, II, III and IV. These numerals seem to have been placed either in
the first canton or, as in some early paintings, in the upper arm of the
cross.
2.

William III’s Reorganisation

From the late 1680s the tactical organisation of a regiment was heavily
modified during William III’s war in Flanders. The basic administrative organisation remained based on the company but in battle, each regiment was now organised into three divisions, two of muskets and one
central division of pikes. This was an organisation used by Gustavus Adolphus during the Thirty Years’ War and had been much copied on the
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continent, notably in France by Marshal Turenne. In most regiments
therefore, the ten Colours were reduced to three, one for each division.
We can infer that the three most senior Colours, those of the Colonel,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Major, would have been retained and the rest
probably taken home by the Captains commanding companies as their
property. Whatever happened to them, we have no record of any disposals just as we have no record of any issues.
We can infer that the Regiment maintained its three Colours during this
period, but would have changed the central device to reflect the arms
of its Colonel. After the tenure of the two Herberts, these were Toby Purcell from 1691 to 1692; Sir John Morgan, son of one of Cromwell’s fiercest
fighting generals, in 1693; Richard Ingoldsby from 1693 to 1705; and Sabine in 1705. Their arms are shown below:
Fig 4: the Arms of Purcell, Morgan, Ingoldsby and Sabine.vii

4.

The Withdrawal of the Pike and the Introduction of the Bayonet

Soon after the Peace of Ryswick in 1697 the pike was at last withdrawn
from general service in the British Army after centuries of use and was
replaced by the bayonet. At first this was a plug bayonet inserted into
the muzzle of the matchlock musket – although it is of note that the Royal
Fusiliers had been issued with plug bayonets for their flintlocks at the time
of their formation in 1685 and were never issued with pikes. When the
Regiment became “The Welsh regiment of Fusiliers” on 15 December
1702, viii it too was issued with flintlock muskets and plug bayonets in
place of its matchlocks and pikes, the issue commencing in January
1703.ix By the close of the first Jacobite War in 1715, the flintlock was in
general use and with it the socket bayonet, a stage in technology that
barely changed for the next 130 years. This change in battlefield technology was once again reflected in a change in organisation: regiments
of foot continued the ten-company organisation but in the field deployed in divisions or grand divisions in order to deliver platoon fire. They
did not, however, return to ten Colours but maintained three.
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The regiment officially become Royal as “The Royal Regiment of Welsh
Fusiliers” on 23 April 1713. Because of this, its regimental colour would
henceforth always be of royal blue colour and not reflect the armorial
colours of its colonels. From the period of the Civil Wars and throughout
the restoration period, blue had been the colour associated with the
King, green that of the Queen and yellow that of the heir apparent. It is
also reasonable to assume that having been given a Royal designation
and a formal link with Wales, these honours were reflected in the design of the Colours as was the case with other Regiments – such as The
Royal Scots, The Queen’s and The Royal Fusiliers – who had been similarly distinguished. Given what we know about the design of the Colours a few years later, the most likely device to have been adopted is
the Prince of Wales’s feathers.
5. Reduction in numbers of Colours
In 1743 the number of Colours was specified as two in each regiment;x
in their design can be seen their descent from the pattern of the Early
period, in that the First Colour was to be the Great Union which since the
Union of the parliaments of England and Scotland in 1707 had incorporated the blue and white saltire of St Andrew. It was specified however
that “all the Royal Regiments, the Fusilier and Marine Regiments . . . are
distinguished by particular devices . . .” The Second Colour was to be of
the regimental colour – in the case of the 23rd Fusiliers, blue – with the
Union in the first canton, the regimental device in the centre and the
number XXIII in the centre of the Union.
We can infer that at this point, new Colours were issued by the Board of
Ordnance and the old Colours, the property of the Colonel of the Regiment, would have been taken into private ownership. Their fate can only
be guessed but after such a lapse of time, few fragments if any can have
survived. We know more details of these new Colours from other sources,
only two years subsequent to the issue of the Warrant, for after the battle
of Fontenoy on 11 May 1745 – and its horrific butcher’s bill – the regiment
was sent to garrison Ghent. On 9 July the garrison was surprised by the
appearance of a large French army and compelled to surrender. Since
no period of what was termed “honourable resistance” had been offered, the garrison was not granted the honours of war: that is, to march
away on parole with its arms, its drums and its Colours. These captured
Colours were recorded in Les Triomphes de Louis XV in the Bibliotèque
Nationale in Paris and are shown below;xi although this appears to be a
representation of only the Second Colour, the first may have been destroyed by the regiment before it could be taken.
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Fig 5: The Colour taken after Fontenoy, 1745.

These Colours display the Prince of Wales’s feathers as the central device but also several other devices of note: the rising sun, also associated
with the Prince of Wales; the red dragon of Wales; and the white horse
of the House of Hannover. The explanation for these marks of Royal favour can be traced to the designation of the Regiment as “The Prince of
Wales’s Own Royal Regiment of Welsh Fusiliers” on 9 November 1714;
and its presence at the Battle of Dettingen on 16 June 1743 – the last
occasion on which a King of England exercised personal command of
a British Army in battle. George II had been created Prince of Wales on
27 September 1714, only a few months before the designation of the
Regiment as his own and therefore although the custom of Royal Colonels-in-Chief was still many years in the future, the Regiment can confidently be said to have enjoyed Royal patronage from this date. George
had reviewed the Regiment in May 1728, August 1739 and April 1742.
5.

The 1st Battalion, 1747 –

The Colours of 1747
The Colours lost after Fontenoy were replaced according to the new
regulations of 1747,xii the first to define the size and design of Colours; in
these regulations, the size of the Colours is exactly laid down as the same
as those carried by the Guards: six feet six inches flying, six feet two
inches deep on the pole. The length of pole, spear and ferrule included,
nine feet six inches, length of cord and tassels, three feet with each tassel
being four inches and the length of the spear-head four inches. The
spear-head was originally a solid head but by 1747 was a more ornamental object with the head pierced and divided into four segments.
This regulation was also important for it laid down that “no Colonel to put
his Arms, Crest, Device or Livery on any part of the appointments under
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his command”, and “that the second Colour be of the same colour as
the facings of the regiment and to bear the regimental number.”
Napier’s Regulations were translated into a Clothing Warrant in 1749 and
issued to the Army on 1 July 1751. In this Warrant, the First Colour is for the
first time referred to as “the King’s Colour” and the Second Colour as
“the Regimental”. A detailed description is available and this corresponds closely to the drawings of the captured Ghent Colours from Paris,
indicating that prior precedent was being observed: “In the centre of
their Colours, the device of the Prince of Wales, viz,: three feathers issuing
out of the Prince’s Coronet: in the three corners of the second Colour
the badges of Edward the Black Prince: viz. Rising Sun: Red Dragon: and
the Three Feathers in the Coronet: motto ‘ICH DIEN’”; all on blue silk.
These Colours are shown below:
Fig 6: The Colours according to the Regulations of 1751.xiii

These regulations also stated that in the case of a 2nd Battalion being
added to a regiment, its Colours would display the pile wavy in the first
canton.
Five years later the Royal Welch Fusiliers marched out of the fortress of
Minorca on 29 June 1756 after a long siege. They did so with the Honours
of War. It sometimes happened that once a garrison had marched out,
it would lay down its Colours and arms at an appointed spot and it has
been suggested in some authorities that the Royal Welch did so and that
these Colours were deposited at Les Invalides in Paris. The foundation of
this belief is the report many years later that on the night of 30 March
1814, with the allied armies of the 6th Coalition closing in, the Military
Governor of Paris, General Louis Rochechouart, ordered all captured
Colours in the Invalides to be burned so that their original owners would
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not take them back. This act of spite was duly carried out; all that was
left were the metal spear points of the pikes, which can still be seen today. However only a year later, on 24 September 1757, the inspection
report on the Regiment at Chatham described the condition of the Colours as “bad”, which would hardly have been the case if they were new.
What seems most likely is that the regiment retained its Colours after leaving Minorca and that the Ghent Colours were those burned in the Invalides in 1814.
The Colours of 1764
Some time between 1759 and 1768, the regiment received new Colours.
These are described in the Inspection Report of 1764 as being in good
condition. Since the Regiment had served in Europe throughout the
Seven Years’ War and only returned to England in March 1764, it is likely
that these Colours had been received immediately on return, probably
at Windsor, for if they had been carried throughout the war, their condition would have been poor. The pattern of the Colours appears to have
remained largely unchanged and this is confirmed in the Clothing Warrant of 19 December 1768; this Warrant also reduced slightly the dimensions of the Colours to six feet flying, other dimensions remained the
same. The various devices are specified as the Rising Sun on a blue
ground in the top right canton; the Prince of Wales’s feathers on a white
field in the bottom right canton; and the Dragon in blue, on a red field,
in the lower right canton.
These Colours appear to have been carried throughout the American
Revolutionary War and survived the surrender of Yorktown by being
wrapped around the bodies of Captain Thomas Peter and another unnamed officer. They are carried in reproduction by the 23rd Regiment in
America, as shown below:

Figure 7: the 23rd Regiment in America
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These Colours were last heard of in the inspection report of 22 May 1788
after the Regiment had returned to England, where their condition is described as bad.
The Colours of 1789
The inspection report for the following year on 2 June 1789 at Windsor
describes the Colours as being in good condition, indicating that new
ones had been issued. These Colours were to remain with the 1st Battalion until the end of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. In 1807,
George Naylor, the Inspector of Regimental Colours at the College of
Arms – a new post created in 1806 – wrote to all Commanding Officers
asking for a description of their Colours. Colonel Henry Ellis, then commanding the 1/23rd, sent a sketch from Colchester on 10 May. From this
sketch, several changes can be seen. On the King’s Colour, now incorporating in the Great Union the red saltire of St Patrick following the Act
of Union in 1800, the Royal cipher, crown and a wreath of roses, thistles
and shamrock signifying the union of the three kingdoms have replaced
the Prince of Wales’s feathers; and the Sphinx with the subscription
“EGYPT” has been added. This distinction had been authorised in July
1802 by the King for those forty regiments that had served in the campaign against Napoleon in Egypt.

Figure 8: the 1st and 2nd Bn Colours in 1807.

9

REGIMENTAL RECORDS OF THE ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS

The Regimental Colour is also changed with the appearance of the
Sphinx and the wreath, the dragon becoming once again red and
the order of the distinctions in the various cantons of the Colour altered. At some point, too, the battle honour “MINDEN” had been authorised in 1801 and appears above the Prince of Wales’s feathers.
Apart from the Sphinx and Minden, there are only two other known
awards of a battle honour before 1801, “EMSDORFF” to the 15th Light
Dragoons in 1759 and “GIBRALTAR”, to the regiments that had withstood the great siege, in 1784. These Colours were last heard of in the
inspection report at Gosport on 18 October 1814 where they are described as “Bad; very old; new ones ordered”. Drummer Richard
Bentinck confirms this in his diary, writing that:
. . . the faithful Regimental Colours were as usual displayed from
[Colonel Henry Ellis’s] windows. These Colours the regiment had had
all through the Danish campaign, their Canadian sojourn, the Martinique invasion and the peninsular War; and shot, shell, sword cuts,
weather and battle smoke had reduced the once gay banners to
what seemed a few discoloured rags fluttering from a pole.xiv
At Gosport, the 1st and 2nd Battalions were for a short time united in the
same station until the disbandment of the 2nd Battalion on 24 October.
When in the following year the 1st Battalion was ordered to the Low
Countries for what was to be the campaign of Waterloo, Ellis left behind
the old 1st Battalion Colours and took instead those of the disbanded
2nd Battalion which were in much better condition. This however caused
much grumbling among the men who according to Bentinck, said that
they would rather fight under their own old rags than under the finest
flags in the Army.
The Colours of 1815
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The new Colours ordered in 1815 appear to have been issued after Waterloo; the inspection report on the battalion at Neuilly on 20 October
cited in Regimental Records Volume II, Appendix VII records that the colours were described as “good”. However Volume I, page 291, records
that “On the 24th [November] Captain Harrison with Lieutenants Towers,
Baillie, and Bouchier arrived at Priel from the regimental depot with a
new set of regimental colours” – one month after the inspection date.
The “good” Colours seen at Neuilly were therefore those of the 2nd Battalion which had been carried during the Waterloo campaign and those
arriving with Captain Harrison were the new 1st Battalion Colours, replacing the ragged set which had been left behind as described above.
A description of them was made by the College of Arms in 1820. The
King’s Colour is the Union, but the Prince of Wales’s feather s and motto
have returned to the centre, surrounded by the union wreath and with
two gold scrolls on the lower part of the wreath, one inscribed “23RD
REGT.” and the other “I. BATTN.” Above the wreath are three gold scrolls,
the centre one bearing the battle honour for Minden as before; the
other two bearing the honours “MARTINIQUE” and “ALBUHERA” which
had been authorised on 17 November 1816. Below the wreath is a scroll
inscribed “ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS” and below that are three more gold
scrolls, the centre one bearing “EGYPT” and with the Sphinx now placed
below it; the other two bearing the honours “PENINSULA” and “WATERLOO”, both awarded in 1815.
The Regimental Colour is blue with the Union in the first canton, with the
Prince of Wales’s feathers in the centre inside a union wreath. The Rising
Sun has returned to the top right canton, the feathers are in the lower
right canton and the red dragon on a white field surrounded by a gold
border in the lower left. The battle honour scrolls are the same as on the
King’s Colour.

Figure 9: the 1st Bn Colours of 1815.
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These Colours remained in service until 1 December 1826.
The Colours of 1826
New Colours of similar design as those of 1815 were presented in Gibraltar on 1 December 1826 by Lieutenant-General Sir James Willoughby
Gordon, Colonel of the Regiment, and handed to the ensigns by Mrs
Pearson, wife of Major-General Thomas Pearson who had commanded
at Albuhera. King’s Regulations of 1822 had for the first time included the
printed instructions covering Colours. The regulations were largely a reprint of those of 1786 but some changes were made in the appearance
of these Colours, however. “23rd” was added to the centre of the Union
in the first canton of the Regimental Colour and the white horse of Hanover above a white scroll bearing the motto “NEC ASPERA TERRENT”
(“nor do difficulties deter”) replaced the red dragon in the lower right
canton while the dragon shifted to the lower left canton. Above the
wreath was the battle honour “WATERLOO” and below it, “PENINSULA”
and the Sphinx superscribed “EGYPT”, on a base with Egyptian characters and surrounded by a green laurel wreath. On the right-hand side of
the wreath were five battle honours, “MARTINIQUE”, “BADAJOZ”, “VITTORIA”, NIVELLE” and “TOULOUSE” – all awarded in 1821 – and on the left
side another five, “MINDEN”, ALBUHERA”, SALAMANCA”, “PYRENEES”
and “ORTHES” – the last three all awarded in 1821.
In February 1835, a petition was presented to the King seeking confirmation of the right to bear the devices granted in 1757 and 1768. This petition was granted. At the same time, permission was granted for the battle honour “CORUNNA” to be borne and this was added as a sixth scroll
on the right hand side of the Colour.xv No honours or distinctions other
than the Regimental number and the crown appear to have been
placed on what was soon to be the Queen’s Colour (H.M. Queen Victoria succeeded to the throne in 1837), anticipating a General Order of
January 1844 and the regulations printed in that year’s Queen’s Regulations, which discontinued the placing of any device or regimental distinction on this Colour; a crown was also placed above the wreath on
the Regimental Colour, which necessitated the shifting of “WATERLOO”
to join the other honours to the right and left of the wreath. In order to
display the battle honours in their correct chronology, alternating from
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right to left, the order of the battle honour scrolls was modified as shown
below:
Figure 10: the Colours of 1826, as modified in 1835 and 1844xvi:

These Colours remained in service until 1849 when they were withdrawn
and for the first time, laid up in a church: St Peter’s in Carmarthen. This
indicates that these were probably the first Colours to be consecrated
in a religious ceremony rather than simply issued by the Board of ordnance. They remained in St Peter’s until 27 June 2000 when they were
removed for conservation and then placed in the Regimental Museum
in Caernarfon Castle. The photograph below shows these Colours laid
out on the floor of St Peter’s after they had been taken down. It is a good
example of how the artist’s sketch of a Colour differs considerably from
the finished product – a point which applies to most, if not all, sets of
colours.

Figure11: the 1826 Colours when taken down from St Peter’s Church, Carmarthen.
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The Colours of 1849
New Colours were presented to the battalion on 12 July 1849 at Winchester by H.R.H. the Prince Consort.xvii These followed the same design described above with one modification, that the feathers and the regimental number XXIII on the Regimental Colour were now placed on a red
roundel, inside a red strap bearing the title “ROYAL WELSH FUSILIERS”.
These Colours were carried throughout the Crimean War and the Indian
Mutiny; it was this Queen’s Colour that was picked up by Sergeant (later
Major-General) Luke O’Connor at the Alma after Ensign Anstruther was
shot. New battle honours were awarded for these wars: “ALMA”, “SEVASTOPOL”, “INKERMAN” – all awarded in 1855 – and “LUCKNOW”,
awarded in 1863. This necessitated a re-ordering of the battle honour
scrolls on the Regimental Colour, which can be made out in the sketch
below, which shows a moment of irony – Tsar Alexander II saluting the
Crimean Colours during his visit to Britain in 1874.
Figure 12: the Tsar saluting the Crimean Colours, 1874.

They remained in service until 1880 when, very ragged, they were
framed and placed on board the Royal Yacht, at the request of H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales. When they were placed on board the Royal Yacht
they had just come off parade and were “crossed on the wheel of the
Yacht” [and later] “lashed to the bridge”. By the outbreak of the Great
War, fragments of both Colours were preserved in the Depot Officers’
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Mess at Wrexham; some years later all the known pieces were framed
as shown below.xviii As late as 1933 D/M Ridings gave the 1st Battalion the
“rising sun” fragmentxix and all these fragments were re-assembled and
preserved in the Regimental Museum in 1999. In 2006, Lt-Col RJM Sinnett
compiled a 16-page document with copies of all the known references
to these Colours – including correspondence with the Palace as late as
1914.
Figure13: Fragments of the Crimean War Colours in the Depot Officers’
Mess, 1915. xx

Figure 14: a reconstruction of the Crimean Regimental Colour

The Colours of 1880
New Colours were presented to the 1st Battalion by H.R.H. the Prince of
Wales (later H.M. King Edward VII) on 16 August 1880 at Portsmouth. The
size of these Colours was much smaller than those of 1849 for in September 1858, a new regulation reduced the size from 6 feet flying and 5 feet
15
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6 inches deep – which had been laid down on 6 November 1855 – to
only 4 feet flying and 4 feet six inches on the pike. The ancient spearhead was also abolished and replaced with a gilt crown and lion; cords
and tassels of gold and crimson were made richer; in 1868 a gold fringe
was added to increase the appearance of size as the smallness of Colours after 1858 had attracted a great deal of unfavourable comment.
In 1868, the length of the pike was also reduced for the same reason,
from 118 inches to 105 inches including the finial.
In design, the Queen’s Colour remained unaltered. The Regimental Colour received new battle honours awarded retrospectively in 1910: “NAMUR” from the Nine Year’s War in 1695 under William III; and honours for
the campaigns of the Duke of Marlborough between 1704 and 1714:
“BLENHEIM”, “RAMILLIES”, “OUDENARDE” and “MALPALQUET”. xxi Also
added as they were gained on operations were “ASHANTEE” awarded
in 1876 for the campaign in West Africa, to which the dates “1873 – 4”
were added in 1914; “BURMA 1885 – 87” in 1890; xxii “RELIEF OF LADYSMITH”, “SOUTH AFRICA 1899 – 1902” and “PEKIN 1900” (won by the 2nd
Battalion), xxiii all in 1904.

Figure 16: the 1st Bn Colours in 1880.xxiv

Figure 17: the 1st Bn Colours in 1914.xxv
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After the Great War, regimental committees were ordered to be formed
in 1922 to put forward recommendations for battle honours to the War
Office.xxvi As a result, eighty-eight honours were awarded to reflect the
service of the Regiment’s forty battalions in all theatres of war. Of these,
ten were selected to be borne on the Colours: from France and Flanders,
“MARNE 1914”, “YPRES 1914, 17, 18”, Somme 1916, 18” and “HINDENBURG LINE”; from Italy, “VITTORIO VENETO”; from Macedonia “DOIRAN
1917, 18”; in Turkey “GALLIPOLI 1915 – 16”; in the Middle East “EGYPT 1915
– 17”, “GAZA” and “BAGHDAD”.xxvii These honours were to be added to
the King’s Colour, returning to the practice abandoned in 1844 and they
were physically in place by St David’s Day 1926.

Figure 18: the King’s Colour of the 1st Bn in 1926.xxviii
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These Colours, the last to be carried on active service in the field, remained in service for 7seventy-four years until 23 July 1954. They were
laid up in St David’s Cathedral on 29 July 1954 but were removed for
conservation in 1989 and are now in the Regimental Museum.
The Colours of 1954
New Colours were presented to the 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions of the
Regiment by H.M. Queen Elizabeth II, Colonel-in-Chief, at Wroughton on
23 July 1954.xxix These Colours were radically different from those they replaced, following directions given at the end of the 19th Century. Answering a question in Parliament by Mr Dundas White on 20 May 1909,
Secretary of State for War, R.B. Haldane said:
The amended design for the Queen's (now King's) colour was approved by Her late Majesty Queen Victoria in 1900. All Queen's and
King's colours issued since have been in conformity with the
amended design. The previous design was in use since 1801. It was
approved by Queen Victoria only as a standard, to govern dimensions of flag as represented in Queen's colour of line battalions and
regimental colours of Foot Guards. The War Office has not adopted
the design for any other purpose than that for which it was expressly
sanctioned. The change was made on heraldic grounds in order to
bring the Regimental Union into closer accord with the description
of the Union Flag given in the Royal Proclamation of 1 Jan 1801, and
at the same time to create a standard pattern for the colour.

The first difference was size: in 1881, with Colours no longer being carried
in the field, the size was reduced to 3 feet nine inches flying and 3 feet
on the pike. The Queen’s Colour was still the Union; in the centre was a
red roundel with a roman numeral I to denote the battalion, surrounded
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by a red strap bordered gold and bearing the title “THE ROYAL WELCH
FUSILIERS”. On the horizontal arms of the cross were placed the ten Great
War battle honours, five each side as before. The Regimental Colour was
a blue sheet with the union wreath in the centre. Within the wreath were
the same roundel, red strap and title as on the Queen’s Colour except
that in the centre of the roundel appeared the Prince of Wales’s feathers, coronet and motto. Outside the union wreath was a golden laurel
wreath bearing twenty-eight battle honours gained before 1914; twentynine with the addition of the Sphinx superscribed “EGYPT” and with a
wreath of green below it. The union flag disappeared from the first canton and was replaced by the Rising Sun with below it, a roman numeral
I. The red dragon appeared in the second canton, the Rising Sun again
in the third canton and the White Horse of Hanover with the motto “NEC
ASPERA TERRENT” in the fourth.
In the summer of 1947, a further ten battle honours were added from the
twenty-seven awarded by the War Office Battle Honours Committee,
representing the service of the regiment’s five battalions that had served
overseas during the Second World War.xxx These were: for France and
Flanders 1939 – 1940, “St OMER – LA BASSÉE”; for North-West Europe 1944
– 45 “CAEN”, “LOWER MAAS”, “REICHSWALD”, “WEEZE” and “RHINE”; for
the Middle East, “MADAGASCAR”; and for the Far East “DONBAIK”,
NORTH ARAKAN”, and “KOHIMA”.
Figure 19: the 1st Bn Colours of 1954, modified in 1957

These Colours remained in service until 7 November 1975. They were laid
up on 6 May 1976 in the garrison church of St David in the Welsh Depot
at Cwrt-y-Gollen, Crickhowell. When Cwrt-y-Gollen closed down in 1986
they were removed and re-hung in St Giles’s Church Wrexham.
The Colours of 1975
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New Colours were presented to the 1st and 3rd (Volunteer) Battalions of
the Regiment by H.M. Queen Elizabeth II, Colonel-in-Chief, at Caernarfon Castle on 7 November 1975. These Colours were identical to those
of 1954, modified in 1957. They remained in service until 22 May 1996,
after which they were laid up in St Peter’s Church, Carmarthen, replacing those of 1826 which had been removed.
The Colours of 1996
New Colours were presented to the 1st Battalion by H.M. Queen Elizabeth II, Colonel-in-Chief, at Beachley Barracks, Chepstow, on 23 May
1996. These Colours were identical to those of 1975. They remain in service with the 1st Battalion.
Figure
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The 2nd Battalion, 1756 – 1957

The Colours of 1756 – 1768
The 2nd Battalion was raised for the first time at Leicester during 1756 as
part of the increase in the Army required for what later became known
as the Seven Years’ War. It received Colours; these are recorded in the
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Inspection Return of 24 September 1757 and reported, not surprisingly,
as being in good condition. These Colours would have conformed to the
Regulations of 1751 then in force (see above) and would have been
identical with those of the 1st Battalion with the addition of the pile wavy
in the first canton. In 1758 the battalion was re-designated as a new regiment in its own right, the 68th (Durham) Regiment of Foot. What became of the Colours is not known; they were certainly replaced and not
modified for the 68th had green facings not blue and received Colours
of its own:
Figure 21: the Regimental Colour of the 68th Foot, formerly 2nd Bn The

Royal Welch Fusiliers, 1758.
The Colours of 1804 – 1814
The 2nd Battalion received Colours
and carried them throughout its period of existence until it was disbanded in 1814. As shown above,
they were in much better condition
by the close of the Great French War
in 1814 than those of the 1st Battalion
and were consequently carried during the campaign of the 100 days.
They would have appeared identical to those of the 1st Battalion in
1807 (see above), with the probable addition of either the pile wavy, or
more likely a scroll bearing the title “IInd BATTN”. What became of them
in 1815 is not recorded.
1842 – 1853
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The 2nd Battalion, now known as the Reserve Battalion, was re-formed
in 1842. Being a reserve battalion, it was not issued Colours.xxxi The battalion was disbanded in 1853, having spent much of its period of existence in British North America.
The Colours of 1859
Following the expansion of the Army after the disbandment of the Army
of the East India Company and with it, the need to garrison India, the
first twenty-five regiments of foot were ordered to recruit a 2nd Battalion.
2 RWF began to form on 3 March 1858. It received its Colours on 21 December 1859 at Valetta from His Excellency Sir John Gaspard Le
Marchant, Governor of Malta. The Colours were blessed by the Venerable Archdeacon Le Mesurier.xxxii These Colours should have conformed
in size to the Regulation of September 1858, i.e. 4 feet flying and 4 feet
six inches on the pike; however they were much larger as the figure below shows and were the same in design as the Crimea Colours of the 1st
Battalion, presented in 1849. Major Peter Kirby, curator of the Regimental
Museum, wrote in his notes on Colours that: “The 2nd Battalion Colours
are the old 6 ft. fringeless type which was superseded on 11 May 1858.
As the 2nd Battalion had been formed on 3 March 1858 and work on the
new colours having been put in hand shortly after this date, the battalion
was presented with the obsolete pattern colours in 1859.”
New battle honours were added to these Colours at the same times as
already described for the 1st Battalion. These Colours remained in service for close on a century. When the 2nd Battalion was disbanded in
1948, they were placed in the care of the Regimental Depot and in 1951,
placed in the Eagle tower at Caernarfon Castle. When the battalion was
re-formed in 1952 the Colours returned to it,xxxiii until replaced in 1954.
They were again taken to the Eagle Tower where they formed part of
the Regiment’s memorial to H.M. King George VI. In 1978 they were
moved to the Chamberlain Tower and in 1999 they were incorporated
into the displays as part of the redevelopment of the museum.
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Figure 22: Above 1859 Colours of the 2nd
Bn and being deposited at Caernarfon
Castle in 1951.

The Colours of 1954 – 1957
The 2nd Battalion received its 1954 Colours with the 1st and 4th Battalions
as already described. These Colours were identical to those of the 1st
Battalion, with the exception of the roman numeral II on both Colours to
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denote the 2nd Battalion. When the battalion was placed in suspended
animation at the end of 1957, the Colours were lodged in the Officers’
Mess of the Regimental Depot and when the Depot closed in 1960 they
were given into the care of Wrexham Council. There they remain, on
display in the entrance to the Town Hall.
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