Hedd Wyn

The farmer, the

poet and the soldier

You may have heard of Hedd Wyn.

His real name was Ellis Humphrey Evans and he lived in
Trawsfynydd. He is remembered for being a famous poet

but he ended his life as a soldier. In January 1916 the Military
Service Act was passed. This meant that all

single men aged between 18 and 41 had to go to war.

It was called conscription.Men who were medically unfit,
clergymen, teachers and certain classes of

industrial workers such as farmers did not have to join.
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How did his family feel? GOD SAVE THE KING.

Jarvis & Foster. Printors. Bangor.




Create your own

AN IBYNIAETH

~ SYDD YN GALW [
1 AM EI

MILITARY SERVIGE ACT

o roams or ace
% ovER ARD WO WiLL WOT S€ 41 YEARS OF AGE om MAR

lLI.MElIamnmm«wm'm;
e above ag:

They sy 'nu s e

MEN EXCEPTED:

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL MARGH Zna.
ENLIST VOLUNTARILY NOW

conscription poster here

‘ FYII)B LN
FECHGYN %,
GWALIA!

Cas_gwr
nid cas ganddo
elyn ei wlad.

CYMRU AM BYTH!

JON Y(]UR l:l]llNTRYS ARMY!

GOD SAVE THE KING
00N [

| WHOCANBEAT
| THIS PLUCKY FOUR?

BUTALLTHE SAME
WE'RE WANTING MORE

PLay up PiaY up € Piay THE Game

;
o




(2079 W 19304140 3410 3000w, 5. T.8 S, Lud.
* A Army Form B. 2012,

.. \ # ool Ellis joined up In February 1913.
y 2 SHORT SERVICT:&. o Coieret | o No:

he Duration of the War, with the Colours and mn the Army Reserve.)

e ke S i Le He would have to fill in a form like this.

No. Neane e Corps,

o L e T T e B He became Private Ellis Humphrey Evans,
71116, 15th Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers.

2. What is your full Addrom? ..o

3. Avo you a British Subject ©
4, What s your Age? ...
5. What is your Trade or
6. Aro you Married?

“Unfortunately in September 1940 in

B e World War 2, many of these records were
destroyed by an incendiary bomb.

This included Ellis’ records.
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Questions to be put to the Recruit before Enlistment.
1. What is your Name ? ...

2. What is your full Address? ose

8. Are you a British Subject ?

4., What is your Age? obd eee
5. What is your Trade or Cailing1...
6. Are you Married? oo

7. Have you ever served in any branch of His Majesty's } B
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. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty should so
long require your services ?
For the Duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all
convenient speed.  You will bo required to sorve for one day with the Colours and the
remainder of the poriod in the Army Resorve, in accordunce with the provisions of tho } 1l
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_swear by Almighty God, that
I will be faithful and bear true Alleginnce to His Majesty King George the Fifth, His Heirs, and Successors, and
that I will, as in duty bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown,
and Dignity against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the
Generals and Officers set over me.  So help me God,
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The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my prescuce.
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Ellis trained to be a soldier at Litherland Camp, Liverpool.
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Men, like Ellis who
once worked on farms,
and other jobs had to
learn how to work
together to win the war.
They began their training
with physical fitness
exercises, learning how
to march, to follow

commands and how to use |

their weapons.

In March 1917, the government called for farm workers
to help with ploughing so many soldiers were temporarily
released. Ellis was given seven weeks' leave and was
allowed to go home to help on the farm.

He spent a lot of time working on a poem Yr Arwr
("The Hero"), that he was going to enter in the
National Eisteddfod calling himself Fleur de Lys.

According to his nephew, Gerald Williams,
"It was a wet year in 1917. He came back for fourteen
days leave and wrote the poem, Yr Arwe,
. on the table by the fire. As it was such a wet year,

he stayed for another seven days. This extra seven
days made him a deserter. So the military police came
to fetch him from the hayfield and took him to the jail
at Blaenau. From there he travelled to the war in Belgium. “




I'm Ellis Evans — Private Ellis Evans, #1116.

I'm the first person ever in my family to be a
soldier. The first to fight for my country.

For I'd never really been far from Trawsfynydd.
I was a farm boy and my brothers and I
worked in the fields every day.




Postcard home

Ellis was the eldest of eleven children.

His younger brother was Robert.

Imagine Ellis wrote a postcard home to Robert.
What would he have said do you think?

Write a postcard as if you were Ellis writing home.

POST CARD.

THIS SPACL MAY BE USED FOR CORRLSPONDENCE THE ADDRESS TO B WRITTEN MERE

HEAL PHUTOURAPH

THIS 15 A




France

In June 1917, Ellis joined the 15th Battalion Royal Welsh
Fusiliers at a place called Fléchin, in France.

His arrival depressed him.He wrote, "Heavy weather,
heavy soul, heavy heart.”At Fléchin he finished his
National Eisteddfod entry and signed it “Fleur de Lis".
It was sent via the Royal Mail on 15 July 1917.

That same day, the 15th Battalion marched towards
the Battle of Passchendaele.

Colour me in.
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Battle of Passchendaele

Ellis took part in the terrible battle at Passchendaele.
It was one of the worst battles of the First World War.
During the battle, Ellis was killed.

A WELSH BARD KILLED.

Official information has been reccived that
the well-known bard, Private Kllis'H. Evans,
Heddwyn Trawsiynydd, has been killed in
France. Evans, who was twenty-nine years
of age, was one of the most promising Welsh
bards, having won five chairs in North and
ISouth Wales Eisteddfodau, and was second
for the chair at Aberystwyth National
Eisteddfod last year. He was amongst the

fcorupetitors at Birkenhead next week.




B 1. is bupied in Belgium.

He now has a stone cross amongst
hundreds of others.

On his headstone the words

‘Y Prifardd Hedd Wyn’ were added.
300,000 British soldiers died in the
Battle of Passchendaele.

A bronze statue of him stands in
Trawsfynydd. His name also appears
on Trawsfynydd’s War Memovrial.

Ellis’ Death plaque
Write his name on

this plaque and
colour it in. These
were called Dead

Man’s pennies as
they looked like the
pennies in the old
money. Familes got
one of these if they
lost someone in
World War One.




Write an acrostic poem
- to remember soldiers who
gave their lives in the wars.
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The National Eisteddfod took place
in September 1917.

Ellis’ poem won!

It the Chairing of the Bard it was
revealed that Fleur de Lys was

the winner, but nobody stood up.

It was announced that Ellis had
been killed in battle six weeks
earlier.The empty chair was draped
in a black sheet.

The chair can be seen at Yr Ysgwen,
Ellis’ home.

Find photos of the chair on the
internet and copy it, draw it or
print outand glue it below,

The second  incident connected with the
main Eisteddfod ceremony of the day was the
fact that the winning bard, who should have
becn chaired for his ode on the character of
*“The Hero,” had, since sending his poem,
heen killed in France. The year was one,
therefore, of what is known as the ‘black
chair,”” and the ceremony was merely one
of draping the bardic chair in black, while
the bardic stanzas naturally took the form
of elegy on tho dead bard—Private Ellis
Evans, of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers and of
Ysgwin, Trawsfynydd, in Merionethshire.
The poet had been prominent in many of the
South Wales Eisteddfodau on previous occa-
sions.




