
Royal Welch Fusiliers 

Yn yr Ail Ryfel Byd

In World War Two



During the Second World War       

(1939-45), the Royal Welch Fusiliers 

had thirteen battalions, six of which 

served overseas. 

In addition to the two Regular, three 

Territorial and one Parachute battalion 

that saw service overseas, at home 

there were two Territorial, five Home 

Defence and twenty-six Home Guard 

battalions, all of which bore the 

regiment’s name and wore the Flash.

1st Battalion RWF France 1940



1st Battalion

The War saw 1st Battalion, Royal Welch 

Fusiliers,  disembarking at Cherbourg, 

France on 24th September 1939, then 

fighting in short but fierce battles in 

France and Belgium before being 

evacuated from Dunkirk.

Two years later, it moved to India and 

Burma, taking part in the defence of 

Kohima (1944).

Royal Welch Fusiliers crossing the Nankhopin Chaung, Burma.



2nd Battalion

2nd Battalion spent 18 months on anti-

invasion duties on the south coast of 

England before serving in India and 

Burma during 1943-45, but also took 

part in the invasion of Madagascar in 

1942.



The Regiment raised several other Territorial and Service battalions during 

the war. 

These included the 4th, 6th and 7th Battalions, all territorial units,  served in 

North West Europe in 1944-45. They landed at Gold Beach in Normandy on 

25th June, 1944. 

The 8th and 9th battalions never saw action abroad, remaining in the UK 

throughout the war in a training role.

B Company 8th Battalion Royal Welch Fusiliers. November 1942



In the summer of 1942, the 10th battalion was converted into the 6th 

(Royal Welch) Battalion, Parachute Regiment.

In 1938, the 5th Battalion transferred to the Royal Artillery as 60th Anti-

Tank Regiment and in 1939, added a 2nd-Line duplicate, 70th Anti-Tank 

Regiment. It landed at Le Havre in May 1940.

The 11th (Home Defence) Battalion was raised in 1939 as part of the 

Home Guard.

Formed in 1940, the 12th battalion became 116th Light Anti-Aircraft 

Regiment, Royal Artillery in January.



The Regiment was awarded 27 battle honours in World War Two 

from the Reichswald to Kohima.

1,363 Welch Fusiliers were killed in action or died of wounds.



Royal Welch Fusiliers Territorials leave Newtown October 28, 1939



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL the 8th 

Lord Wynford, who died in 2002 

aged 85, served with the 1st 

Battalion, the Royal Welch Fusiliers, 

in the British Expeditionary Force in 

1939 and 1940. 

He was involved in the planning of 

the Torch landings in North Africa in 

1942, and won a Croix de Guerre 

with Silver Star in Tunisia in 1943



Men of the 1st Battalion under German shelling France 1940



Facing potential defeat by Hitler’s army in May that year, thousands of men retreated 

and found themselves stranded on the beaches of Dunkirk. Between 26th May and the 

4th June 1940, 300,000 British and French soldiers were rescued when destroyers 

and small civilian vessels, such as fishing boats and car ferries, came to their aid. 

Winston Churchill hailed it as a miracle.

But history has tended to overlook the 

fate of the British soldiers who never 

made it back across the Channel: 

40,000 of them were marched off by 

the Nazis to captivity and suffered a 

miserable fate. A lot of those 40,000 

men were marched hundreds of miles 

into Germany and Poland and spent 

the rest of the war working in mines, 

fields and factories.



RWF at St Venant, France, 1940

The 1st battalion was ordered to capture four 

bridges. 

On the 27th it was attacked by German tanks 

and the bridge captured. The Germans 

crossing the canal close to the present RWF 

Memorial.

The Commanding Officer was killed as he 

crossed the bridge. Only five officers and 263 

men returned to the UK.

Most RWF became PoWs and Casualties 

and would spend the war in a PoW Camp.



Bill’ Garnett was gazetted to the 1st 

Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers and 

went to France as part of 6 Infantry 

Brigade, 2nd Division, BEF.

On May 23rd 1940, 1RWF received 

orders to defend the bridges over the 

La Bassée canal against attacks by 

two German divisions. 

Lieutenant Garnett was killed in 

action near St. Venant-Robecq, aged 

twenty-three. 
John Brooksbank Garnett



William Glyndwr Watkins was evacuated from 

Dunkirk. He was wounded but survived the War.



On 26 May two men of the Royal Welch Fusiliers - Fusilier Edwards and 

Fusilier Lewis - were far from the beaches of Dunkirk.

They had been ordered to stand and fight “to the last round and the last 

man” in an effort to slow the German advance while others were 

evacuated.

The 1st Battalion RWF fought at the small town of Saint-Venant and 

nearby villages, retaking bridges over important waterways. However, with 

the Germans still holding other bridges, the company was surrounded, 

suffered heavy casualties, and the final men were captured in an 

attempted breakout that night.

Edwards, Lewis and the other captured soldiers were marched towards 

Germany with little food and water and were eventually taken to Toruń in 

Poland. 



John Hugh Edwards was captured 

and taken prisoner of war.

He was born in Ruthin, north Wales, 

in 1911 and was an officer’s groom.

Edwards spent the rest of the war in 

captivity working as a PoW farmer. 

He returned to Britain in 1945. He 

was skeletal and was unrecognisable 

to those who knew him.



Both John Edwards and his cousin 

Llewellyn Lewis fought in the 

rearguard defence with the 1st Royal 

Welch Fusiliers. He was also 

captured and taken POW.

Fusilier 4197063 Llywelyn Lewis was 

born near Dolgellau, north-west 

Wales, in 1919 and was called up at 

the start of the war. 

He died in Stalag XX-A on 28th

September 1941, aged 21



Photo of the RWF Memorial.

In 1997 a memorial was set up to commemorate 

1RWF’s gallant stand.

It reads:

NA FOED EU HENWAU’N ANGHOF FYTH

This memorial is dedicated by the Royal Welch 

Fusiliers as a tribute to the 8 officers, 20 non-

commissioned officers and 69 Fusiliers of the 1st 

Battalion who gave their lives as a result of the 

actions between the 23rd and 27th May 1940 in 

the Saint-Venant, Saint-Floris and Robecq area, to 

delay the advance of German divisions on the 

Channel ports. They lie with honour in Saint-

Venant and neighbouring graveyards.

This memorial also pays tribute to the suffering of 

the local population and the care and assistance 

given by them during this time.



Dunkirk

26 May – 4 June 1940 

Operation Dynamo: 

Allies evacuate approximately 85% of 

stranded troops



L/Cpl Robert Evans 1st Battalion

Served in Belgium and France from 24th

September until May 1940 when he was 

reported missing – presumed dead but 

was later confirmed as captured at 

St.Omer near Dunkirk.

He was a POW in various camps in 

Germany and Poland including Stalag

XXIB and Stalag XXIA in 1940.

He escaped during a forced march from 

Poland in late 1944 or early 1945  to 

Michengrads, Czechoslovakia and was 

repatriated home from Prague on 22nd

May 1945.



Ted Jones (10th Battalion) was part of a 

specially assembled fighting force of 115 

men that landed on the beach at Calais on 

the night of 24th June where the Germans 

were waiting for them.

Operation Collar was ordered within weeks 

of the Dunkirk evacuation. 

He was part of a group of specially 

trained troops of the hunter class who 

could develop a reign of terror down the 

enemy coast. All 115 men returned safely.

“I had no idea it was the very first raid and 

that it was what had inspired the 

Commandos," Mr Jones said.



The remainder of the Regiment was now devoting its energies to the 

defence of the United Kingdom including the Second Battalion who were 

brought back from India in July 1940. They spent 18 months on anti-

invasion duty on the south coast of England.

The whole Regiment was 

involved in training in Britain 

and Ireland.

In the summer of 1940 twenty-

six battalions of Home Guard 

were affiliated with the Royal 

Welch Fusiliers.

Ireland 1941



Sir John "Kyffin" Williams, KBE, RA 

(9 May 1918 – 1 September 2006) was 

a Welsh landscape painter who lived 

on the Island of Anglesey. Williams is 

widely regarded as the defining artist of 

Wales during the 20th century.

He joined the 6th Battalion Royal 

Welch Fusiliers as a lieutenant in 1937.

After he failed a British Army medical 

examination in 1941 (because of 

epilepsy), his doctor advised him to 

take up art for the sake of his health so 

left the army.



Men of the 6th (Royal Welch) Parachute Battalion on parade at the end of their parachute training 1942



7th Battalion Royal Welch Fusiliers Home Guard E Company Rhos



No 2 Independent 

Company (a 

precursor of the 

later 

commandos), 

under command 

Major Hugh 

Stockwell, with a 

significant number 

of Royal 

Welchmen, 

participated in the 

Norway campaign 

in May 1940.



General Sir Hugh Charles Stockwell, GCB, KBE, DSO & Bar 

Unlikely to see action in Northern Ireland where his unit was based, 

Stockwell volunteered in March 1940 and was selected to command 

one of the independent companies formed to serve in the Norwegian 

Campaign. By late May it was clear that lacking air support the British 

force was outmatched and there was no alternative to evacuation. As 

the British withdrew from Norway, Stockwell was assigned to the 

rearguard and commanding a force of two independent companies and 

a battalion of the Irish Guards successfully held a defensive position 

for two days, before being ordered to withdraw. After withdrawing, he 

assembled two platoons and attacked the German positions to stop 

their assault. For his "great courage and determination" in this action, 

he was appointed to the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) in 1940.

In 1942, he returned to the Royal Welch to command the 2nd battalion, 

part of 29th Independent Infantry Brigade Group which was training in 

amphibious operations to take part in Operation Ironclad, the seizure 

of the natural port of Diego Suarez in Madagascar which was occupied 

by the Vichy French.

Stockwell's major-general's rank was made permanent in May 1947. 

For his services in Burma he was made CBE in 1945 and CB in 1946. 
He was also mentioned in despatches in 1945.



The 1st Battalion arrived 

in India in 1942.

In 1944 2nd Battalion 

moved to India and 

Burma, taking part in the 

defence of Kohima 

(1944). 

2nd Battalion also served 

in India and Burma 

during 1943-45. 
1st and 2nd Battalions met up in India in 1943.



In 1942 the 10th Battalion was converted 

to the parachute role as 6th (Royal Welch 

Fusiliers) Parachute Battalion.

They served as infantry on the Adriatic 

flank of the Italian campaign and at 

Cassino before taking part in the airborne 

landings in the south of France in August 

1944. 

Two months later they dropped near 

Athens and became involved in ending the 

Greek Civil War.

Sergeant John (Nat) Percy Edwards
7th Platoon A Coy 6th (Royal Welsh) Parachute Battalion

(Survived)



Fusilier 4196908 Arthur John Phillips, Royal Welch 

Fusiliers. 

Arthur was the son of Albert David and Margaret 

Jane Phillips, of Cross Inn, Hayscastle Cross.

He served with the 1st Battalion, Royal Welch 

Fusiliers. The battalion sailed for the Far East in 

1942, and arrived in India by June. By March 

1943, the battalion was at Donbaik, where it saw 

its first major action against the Japanese. Arthur 

was killed here on the 18th March 1942. 

He was 24 years old, and is commemorated on the 

Rangoon Memorial, Myanmar.



In 1942 the 2nd

Battalion, 

commanded by 

Lieutenant-

Colonel H.C. 

Stockwell,

took part in the 

invasion of 

Madagascar.

This was against 

the Vichy French. 

2nd Battalion landing on the east coast of Madagascar to attack Tamatave on 18th September 1942.



HMS Abdiel was sunk by mines 

in Taranto harbour, Italy on 10th 

September 1943, during 

Operation Slapstick. 

The mines had been laid just a 

few hours earlier by two 

German torpedo boats (S-54 

and S-61).

The Abdiel was carrying troops 

of the British 1st Airborne 

Division (6th (Royal Welch) 

Parachute Battalion. Shortly 

after midnight, two ground 

mines detonated beneath 

Abdiel and the minelayer sank 

in three minutes, with great 

loss of life.
The 6th Battalion  lost 58 killed and 84 were wounded. We lost our 

Commanding Officer, six other officers, the RSM, five WO2 and 

Sergeants, 6 Corporals, 3 Lance-Corporals  and 36 Fusiliers.



Thomas Owen Tippett

Private 4194590 6th Btn (10th Btn The 

Royal Welch Fusiliers), Parachute 

Regiment

Tom was age 21 when he was killed on 10 

Sep 1943. He was aboard HMS Abdiel and 

the ship was sunk by mines in Taranto 

Harbour. 

He is buried at Bari War Cemetery, Puglia, 

Italy



In early 1943 the 2nd Battalion  returned to India joining the 1st Battalion which 

had arrived in the previous year. The latter first saw action against the 

Japanese at Donbaik in Burma in March 1943.

In a battle which, according to General Slim, should never have been fought, 

he said that “….The last and final assault…. was led by the Royal Welch 

Fusiliers and on that day they showed valour which I think has rarely been 

surpassed….”. 

The Battalion casualties amounted to thirteen officers and 149 other ranks. It 

returned to India and in April and May 1944 it fought in the bloody battle for the 

relief of Kohima, in Assam. It went on to Burma where it was engaged until the 

end of the war.

The 2nd Battalion operated in North Arakan during the first half of 1944 and then 
went to northern Burma where it was engaged in clearing the ‘Railway Corridor’.



4th Battalion, May 1944 - just prior to D Day 



Fusilier 4206553  Arthur Charity

No6 Commando

KIA 6th June 1944

Arthur is the only RWF listed casualty

for D-Day. 



John Edward Hawkins, CBE 

(14 September 1910 – 18 July 1973) was 

an English actor who worked on stage and 

in film from the 1930s until the 1970s. One 

of the most popular British film stars of the 

1950s, he was best known for his portrayal 

of military men. 

Hawkins joined the Royal Welch Fusiliers in 

1940, was commissioned and served with 

the Second British Division in India. In 1944 

he was seconded to GHQ India and soon 

afterwards succeeded to the command, as 

a colonel, of ENSA administration in India 

and South East Asia. He was demobilized 

in 1946.



Bren gunners of 2nd 

Battalion The Royal Welch 

Fusiliers at the capture of 

Pintha, Burma, 18 October 

1944

The battalion was then 

serving as part of 29th 

Infantry Brigade in the 36th 

Division. It had spent the 

first two years of the war in 

India before moving to 

Madagascar in 1942. It 

returned to India in 1943 and 

served there and in Burma 

until the end of the war. In 

April 1946 the battalion 

landed in Japan to join the 

occupation forces.



A British mortar crew 

in action, Burma, 18 

October 1944

The soldiers depicted 

are from 2nd Battalion, 

The Royal Welch 

Fusiliers, who were 

then engaged in the 

capture of Pintha in 

Burma. 

The battalion was 

serving as part of 29th 

Infantry Brigade in the 

36th Division.



Members of 2nd 

Battalion The Royal 

Welch Fusiliers 

cross a jungle 

stream during the 

capture of Pintha

village in October 

1944. 

They are each 

carrying a No. 1 

Rifle with the 

exception of the last 

man who carries a 

Thompson 

submachine gun.



Members of the 2nd 

Battalion, The Royal 

Welch Fusiliers, at 

the capture of 

Pintha, 18 October 

1944

The 2nd Battalion 

was serving as part 

of 29th Infantry 

Brigade in the 36th 

Division. The front 

two fusiliers are each 

carrying a No. 1 Rifle 

and the last man 

carries a Thompson 

sub-machine gun.



A Bren gunner in the 

Burmese jungle, 1944

A soldier of the 2nd 

Battalion, The Royal 

Welch Fusiliers, rests 

beside his Bren gun 

during the taking of the 

village of Pintha in North 

Burma on 18 October 

1944. The battalion was 

serving as part of 29th 

Infantry Brigade in the 

36th Division.



Eric Welch, aged 24, was killed in action on 

Sept. 13th, 1944.

He came from 39, Green-lane, Shotton.

He was at Dunkirk and had since served in 

the Middle East and Italy.



Fusilier Tom 

Payne of 11 

Platoon, 'B' 

Company, 

6th 

Battalion, 

Royal 

Welch 

Fusiliers, 

Normandy,

12 August 

1944



3-inch mortar of the 7th Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 8 December 1944



Tunisa 1943-44



Fusilier 4208890 Thomas Melgwyn Neale, 

Royal Welch Fusiliers.

Thomas was the son of Edwin and Mary Neale, 

of Redberth, Pembrokeshire, and the husband 

of Annie Mary E. Neale, of Narberth.

He served with the 6th Battalion, Royal Welch 

Fusiliers, which was part of the 53rd (Welsh) 

Division that landed on Normandy at the end of 

June, 1944.

Thomas was killed during the fighting in the 

Bocage on 17 July 1944.

He was 24 years old, and is commemorated on 

the Bayeux Memorial, France.



Sergeant G S Davies of the 

Royal Welch Fusiliers packs 

his medical bag at the 

regimental aid post before an 

attack towards Evrecy, 16 

July 1944.



Normandy

A sergeant briefs men of the Royal 

Welch Fusiliers before an attack 

towards Evrecy, 16 July 1944.



Colonel J A Rice-Evans, 

CO of a batttalion of the 

Royal Welch Fusiliers, 

53rd Division, briefs his 

officers from his slit 

trench at battalion HQ 

before an attack towards 

Evrecy, 16 July 1944.



Lance Corporal, 4199432 David Norman 

Williams, The Royal Welch Fusiliers.

David was the son of Thomas and Mary Ann 

Williams, of Milton, and he served with the 4th 

Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, which was 

attached to the 53rd (Welsh) Division.

The Division landed at Normandy at the end of 

June, 1944 and fought throughout the 

campaign in Normandy, which is where David 

was killed on 17 July 1944.

He was 27 years old, and is buried at St. 

Manvieu War Cemetery, Cheux, France.

His brother Wilfred also fell.



4199838 Fusilier RC Eyre 

No 8 Platoon

A Coy 4th Battalion RWF

Killed July 17th 1944 aged 24

He was from Northampton.



Major James Richard St.Clair Ford

Killed in action at Caen, Normandy 

July 17th 1944



Desmond Llewelyn

The outbreak of the Second World War 

in September 1939 halted his acting 

career; Llewelyn was commissioned as 

a second lieutenant in the British Army, 

serving with the Royal Welch Fusiliers. 

In 1940, he was captured by the 

German Army in France and was held 

as a prisoner of war for five years in the 

infamous Colditz Castle in Germany. 



A Company 6th Parachute Battalion 1944



Fred was in the 1st Battalion and hailed 

from Flint. 

While a POW he was killed at the village of 

Stróże, being summarily shot by German 

Railway Police on the 13th March 1944  as 

he attempted to surrender after escaping.

He is commemorated on the Dunkirk 

Memorial. 

Fusilier 4189938 Frederick Edward Sheady



A Company 7th 

Battalion the 

Royal Welch 

Fusiliers 

storming the 

lock at 

Hertogenbosch. 

24th October 

1944



Donald Barrett, was 24 years old, 

who was part of the Royal Welch 

Fusiliers. 

He died on November 16, 1944 in 

Baexem during the clearing of a mine 

field, on the connecting road 

between Baexem and Heythuysen.



A member of 7th Battalion on patrol in 

the village of Neer, Netherlands, 9th 

December 1944



4th Battalion in action



Charles Anthony Raven Crosland

(29 August 1918 – 19 February 1977)

Crosland was a British Labour Party 

politician and author. 

From 1940 to 1945 Captain, Parachute 

Regiment of the Royal Welch Fusiliers.



L.Corp 5186723

Arthur William Hawker

Died MAY 1944 Kukis Picquet, Burma

Age 24



David Ormond Bettany, 

2nd Bn Royal Welsh Fusiliers

26 August 1944

killed in action in Burma.

From Connah’s Quay

Buried Taukkyan War Cemetery



Sergeant Eric Compson

Died 18 Sep 1944 

Burial 

Leopoldsburg War Cemetery 

Leopoldsburg, Arrondissement Hasselt, 

Limburg, Belgium 



Pte W Nodder of the Royal 

Welsh Fusiliers writes home 

from his slit trench before the 

attack on Evrecy, 16 July 1944.



9th September 1944:  Two Royal Welch Fusiliers synchronising their 

watches whilst on duty in the British forward area of Normandy.



Sgt J Lloyd (right) and L/Cpl 

Jones, two motorcycle 

despatch riders of the Royal 

Welsh Fusiliers have a ‘brew’ 

before the attack on Evrecy, 16 

July 1944.



The three Territorial battalions, the 

4th, 6th and 7th, landed in 

Normandy in June 1944 as part of 

53rd (Welsh) Division.

They received a bloody baptism of 

fire at Evrecy in July.

They fought across France, 

Belgium, and in Holland where they 

were engaged in the successful 

battle for ‘s-Hertogenbosch, and 

went on to the Reichswald, the 

Rhine crossing, and the pursuit 

across Germany, ending the war in 

the Hamburg area.

Operation VERITABLE - Territorial battalions of the Royal Welch Fusiliers enter 

Germany in the battle for the Reichswald Forest, Germany, 1945



A member of the 7th Royal Welch Fusiliers on patrol, 1944



Lance Corporal 4199733 

Norman Fletcher, 4th Battalion 

from Beaumaris died in 

Normandy  on 18th July, 1944



Idris Smith

Corporal 7th Royal Welch Fusiliers

Killed in action on 2nd September 

1944 aged 30 and interred in 

Brucamps Communal Cemetery, 

Somme, France.



Alfred George Chatfield

He died on 28 March 1945 at the age of 25, 

and was buried in Kleve, North Rhine-

Westphalia, Germany.



Fusilier Idris Owen at POW 

Camp  Stalag XXIB where 

he was made to stand at 

attention until he passed out.



Fusilier William Grimes was shot 

through the throat while trying to 

escape from a German POW camp. 

He survived and later tried to escape 

again!



Lance Corporal 14444328 

Norman Jones in Burma. 

He survived the War.



This is Tony Walsh in 1939. He was evacuated from 

Normandy in 1940.

In March 1942 he was in Africa establishing a 

defence line in the hope of holding Tobruk. Enemy 

forces closed up and heavy fighting developed. 

Their small two-pounder anti-tank guns were no 

match for the heavily armoured German tanks, and 

so suffered serious losses. 

The battery's position became desperate with more 

casualties and loss of guns, and they were ordered 

back to Tobruk. It then became obvious that 

Rommel could not be held and so began the fight to 

withdraw toward Egypt.

Through the long hot summer months they 

retreated from Tobruk through Bardia, Matruh, Sidi-

Barani, to El Alamein.



In October 1944, Jim embarked for North West Europe and, 

transferred to the Royal Welsh Fusiliers (RWF) 4th Battalion. 

Starting in France and moving eastwards, Jim served in the 

front line in the advance toward Germany. While he was in 

Europe he became proficient in French, and possibly Dutch and 

German, and sometimes acted as an interpreter. From 

December 1944 to March 1945, Jim is recorded as being in 

Holland.

Between March 1945 — August 1947, Jim was in Germany, for 

a total of 30 months. The division took part in Operation 

Plunder, starting on 23 March, crossing the Rhine and 

advancing into Germany, towards Hamburg.

On 3 May, news came that Hamburg would surrender 

unconditionally. On 4 May the regiment entered Hamburg. On 5 

May the German Armies in NW Europe surrendered 

unconditionally.

Towards the end of the war he was also part of those clearing 

up at Auschwitz after its liberation. 

James (Jim) Patrick Lynch

Jim in Wuppertal, Germany 1945



Former sergeant Glyn Gurner volunteered and joined 1st Battalion Royal Welch well 

before the Second World War in 1936. His service during the war took him to most of 

the hotspots - Crete, North Africa, Italy and Palestine. His medals were lost nearly 70 

years ago but replaced in time for his 100th birthday.



Lance Corporal

GEORGE J. TATE

Service Number 4197857

Died 21/09/1944

Aged 25

4th Bn. 

Royal Welch Fusiliers

From Llandudno

Buried at VALKENSWAARD WAR 

CEMETERY 

Location: Noord-Brabant, Netherlands



After six years the Second World War was over. 

It had cost the lives of 1201 Royal Welch Fusiliers. 

The detachment of the 6th Battalion during the Victory parade, Paris, 12th May 1946.




